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Data on fiber optic cables in Democratic
Republic of Congo

Overview

The project covers about 2,100km of infrastructure, including 1,700km of fiber-optic
cable along the Congo River from Muanda to Kisangani and nearly 400km of
terrestrial connections.

Key Takeaways

The DRC's fiber optic infrastructure is rapidly expanding, with 45% coverage in 2026,
supported by national and regional projects that enhance connectivity and economic
growth.

Current Coverage and Internet Usage

As of 2026, fiber optic coverage in the DRC reaches 45%, significantly improving
internet access in both urban and rural areas. Internet penetration has grown to 36%,
driven largely by mobile adoption and government initiatives to enhance digital
connectivity. The number of mobile internet users has reached 22 million, and
average broadband speeds have improved to 18 Mbps, supporting data-intensive
applications and digital services.

The digital economy now contributes 3. 2% of GDP, reflecting the growing influence
of connectivity on commerce, education, and governance.
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National and Regional Fiber Projects

Several major projects are underway to expand fiber optic infrastructure: Eastern
DRC Backbone Project: The second phase of a national fiber optic backbone focuses
on underserved eastern regions, deploying around 1,400 km of new fiber networks
along railways and roads to improve mobile broadband access and accelerate digital
transformation. AfDB-backed 600 km Project: Funded by the African Development
Bank (€52. 47 million) and the Congolese government (€14.

50 million), this project includes a National Data Centre in Brazzaville and 600 km of
fiber interconnecting the DRC with Cameroon and the Central African Republic,
enhancing local data sovereignty and digital ecosystem development. Regional
10,000 km Backbone: As part of a broader Central and Southern Africa initiative, the
DRC is included in a 10,000 km regional fiber-optic network connecting Zambia,
Zimbabwe, Malawi, and Mozambique. This project aims to provide connectivity to
schools, hospitals, and government institutions, significantly improving service
quality and access.

Submarine Cable Connectivity
The DR

C is connected to the global internet via the West African Cable System (WACS),
which landed in 2012. This subsea cable has had transformational effects, improving
speeds, reducing costs, and boosting productivity. Fiber-connected areas have seen
an 8.

2% increase in employment and a 19% rise in GDP per capita by 2017. However, the
lack of a comprehensive national fiber backbone remains a key constraint, limiting
bandwidth distribution to operators and consumers.

Challenges

Expanding fiber optic coverage in the DRC faces several obstacles: Geography and
terrain: The country's vast size and challenging topography make deployment
difficult. Infrastructure gaps: Limited existing networks and dispersed populations
increase costs. Political and economic factors: Instability and affordability issues
hinder widespread adoption.

Economic and Social Impact

Enhanced fiber connectivity supports economic growth, innovation, and social
inclusion. It enables better access to digital services, education, healthcare, and e-
commerce. Local data hosting through national data centers fosters digital
sovereignty and value creation within the DRC, reducing reliance on foreign servers.
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In summary, the DRC is making significant strides in fiber optic deployment through
national and regional projects, submarine cable connections, and strategic
investments, though challenges remain in achieving full nationwide coverage.
Continued investment in infrastructure and digital literacy is essential to fully
leverage the economic and social benefits of fiber connectivity.

Article Content
DRC plans $1.5B fiber-optic project along Congo River

The project covers about 2,100km of infrastructure, including 1,700km of fiber-optic
cable along the Congo River from Muanda to Kisangani and nearly 400km of
terrestrial connections.

DRC Plans 2,100 km Fiber-Optic Corridor Along the Congo River

The proposed project covers about 2,100 kilometers of infrastructure, including 1,700
kilometers of fiber-optic cable along the Congo River from Muanda to Kisangani and
nearly 400

Fiber Optic Coverage and Internet Usage Statistics in Democratic ...

Overview of fiber optic infrastructure and internet usage statistics in the Democratic
Republic of Congo for 2026, highlighting digital growth and connectivity.

DRC Explores River Corridor Project to Expand National Fiber Optic ...

The proposed project covers about 2,100 kilometers of infrastructure, including 1,700
kilometers of fiber-optic cable running along the Congo River from Muanda to
Kisangani and nearly

DRC Signs $150M Deal to Upgrade Digital Infrastructure

The project covers feasibility studies, the rollout of 60,000-80,000 kilometers of fiber-
optic cable nationwide, the installation of a new 192-terabit-per-second submarine
cable, and the

Democratic Republic of Congo: EIB Global proceeds with support for

Today at the Kinshasa Economic Forum, the EIB and BCS signed a warrants
agreement that will allow BCS to move forward with their plans to install a new fibre-
optic backbone in the

DRC unveils AfDB-backed 600KM Fibre Optic Cable project

The project includes constructing a state-of-the-art National Data Centre in
Brazzaville and laying 600 kilometers of fibre optic cable to interconnect with
Cameroon and the Central African
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DRC Plans Tender for 11,500 km National Fiber-Optic Network

The Democratic Republic of Congo plans an international tender for the construction
and operation of a national fiber-optic backbone spanning more than 11,500
kilometers, including 1,500

Economic Impacts of Submarine Fiber Optic Cables and Broadband ...

This study explores the economic impact of the international data connectivity
delivered by submarine fiber optic cables (“subsea cables”) on the Democratic
Republic of Congo (DRC).

Fiber optics in the DRC: A strategic partnership for a digital leap

Priority projects include the deployment of 50,000 kilometers of fiber optic cable, the
construction of data centers, and the improvement of network coverage in rural
areas. To date, only

The EU Critical Raw Materials Act and Its Impact on the Mining Sector ...

The two Belgian Strategic Projects are: GePETO (Umicore): A processing project
focused on germanium, a strategic raw material essential for fiber optics, infrared
technology, solar

Fiber Optic Drones Explained: How "Analog" UAVs

Global Proliferation and Chinese Supply Chain Dominance The fiber optic drone
phenomenon has spread far beyond the Ukrainian front lines.

PDF document

PDF document PDF document Read this PDF document online, download the original
file, and browse related details on device.report. Additional coding instructions can be
found in the Article File chapter

unsupervised _topic_modeling/topics/en/13/100/100/topics at ...

Contribute to annontopicmodel/unsupervised_topic_modeling development by
creating an account on GitHub.

Broadband Fiber Optic Splice Closures

Broadband Fiber Optic Splice Closures The Panduit fiber optic splice closure (PANFSC)
shall be a butttype closure that provides environmental protection of fiber optic
splices in the outside plant

Iltem: Relocating culvert .. Tender in Vietham, 1405665|Tender Impulse

© 2026 BAGYOU FIBRE NETWORKS - All rights reserved



Page 5/5

Bid for tender to Item Relocating culvert infrastructure, fiber optic cables, copper
cables and telecommunications stations under the East West Road Site Clearance
Subproject in Buon Ma Thuot

A Capella: A Unique Compilation | PDF | Wellness

This document contains a long list of words beginning with "ab-" or "ac-". It does not
appear to be a coherent text, but rather a collection of unrelated terms.

Cable cuts, storms, and DNS: a look at Internet disruptions in Q4 2025

The last quarter of 2025 brought several notable disruptions to Internet connectivity.
Cloudflare Radar data reveals the impact of cable cuts, power outages, extreme
weather, technical

Related Video Reference

This video was associated with the source search result. Verify technical details
against current product documentation and project requirements.

Contact Us

Continue your research online:

Website: https://bagyou.es
Technical inquiry: https://bagyou.es/project-enquiry.html

This document is for preliminary research. Verify specifications against current
standards, product documentation and project requirements.
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